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Law enforcement executives recently convened at the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) for a two-day symposium
focused on addressing the district’s
most exigent issues. The first annual Northern District of California Senior Law Enforcement Executives Symposium
featured speakers, subject matter experts,
and interactive panels addressing various federal initiatives including: terrorism and national security; guns, gangs
and drug enforcement; white-collar crime;
and immigration law enforcement issues. The symposium, hosted by the NPS Center for Homeland Defense and
Security (CHDS) in partnership with the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of California, was the district’s largest gathering of senior law enforcement
personnel.
The line-up of speakers included:
Joseph Russoniello, U.S. Attorney, Northern District of California
Michael Ward, FBI, Deputy Assistant Director, Counterterrorism Division
Anthony Placido, Assistant Administrator and Chief of Intelligence, U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
Matthew Bettenhausen, Secretary, California’s Emergency Management Agency
William Spencer, Team Chief, Weapons and Bombing Intelligence Team, U.S Department of Homeland
Security
The widely attended seminar attracted participants from a variety of state, local and federal government agencies.
Attendees included district attorneys,
chief assistants and senior staff members, sheriffs, undersheriffs, chief deputies, chiefs of police, deputy chiefs, and
senior command staff.
California’s budget crisis, dwindling economy, and increased gang violence were at the forefront of every discussion.
"Times are tougher with
shrinking budgets, decreased funding, and staffing; communities are experiencing hardships with both guns,
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violence and the economy," said Joseph
Russoniello, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of California. "We find ourselves needing to do more with less…
We are gathered at this symposium
to better coordinate the use of resources and to confront and deal with new challenges in the community."
The three hour panel on guns, gangs, and drugs discussed the size and scope of the issue in the Northern District
and presented innovative approaches to
dealing with the problem. Panelists briefed the audience on the most common gangs in the Northern District; their
history, operation, and criminal activities.
The symposium was an important venue for officials to build lasting relationships and strengthen inter-agency
communication and coordination.
Anthony Placido, Assistant Administrator and Chief of Intelligence for the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, briefed
attendees on the increasing violence at
the border due to the rise of gun and drug trafficking. Although the violence most directly affects the Southern
California region, Placido said that
Northern California is now beginning to feel the effects.
Matthew Bettenhausen, Secretary of California’s Emergency Management Agency, discussed statewide homeland
security issues, updates and trends.
Bettenhausen stated that the Governor’s focus is on preventing and mitigating consequence and creating a culture
of preparedness in California.
"This was an important seminar that brought together local, state, and federal officials. It was a great opportunity to
explore how to best collaborate
and leverage resources," added Bettenhausen.
Conference organizers plan to hold the symposium annually at NPS. "We look forward to developing a partnership
with the Center for Homeland Defense
and Security and plan to leverage all of its talent, experience, and innovation," said Russoniello.
Representative Sam Farr, who has been a supporter of the Center since it was created stated, "Bringing together
local, state and national law enforcement
leaders to pool knowledge and share best practices is essential to safeguarding our communities and our nation.
The first step in homeland security is hometown
security, and I’m excited that CHDS is leading the way. I look forward to continuing my work with CHDS to maintain
its homeland security graduate program
as the benchmark for schools worldwide."
Glen Woodbury, CHDS Director, said, "The Center was pleased to partner with the Department of Justice on this
executive symposium. It really captured
the collaborative philosophy that our Center exemplifies, bringing together local, state, and federal agencies to
tackle thorny issues that don’t have
easy answers. It’s only through this type of collaboration that critical homeland security challenges that cross
jurisdictional lines can be resolved
or mitigated successfully."
All photographs by NPS Photographer Javier Chagoya.
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